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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7,10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites "of a device on a network" line 2, and "indicating a device 
location", on line 7. It is not clear whether "the device" on line 2, is the same or 
different from "the device" on line 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7,9,1 1-18,20,22-24,26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by Salgado et al (US Patent 5,872,569). 

As to claim 1 , Salgado discloses an information processing unit for 
monitoring a job requested of a device on a network, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving from said device first information indicating 
status of a job requested of said device [a user generate a job (col. 12, Iine33), 



Application/Cont^pJumber: 09/609,222 xsy p a g e 3 

Art Unit: 2142 

the user receives the status of the printer (device) associated with the job to 
show the operational status of the device (first information) (col. 20, lines 37-45, 
col. 22, lines 57-61), and second information containing hierarchical location 
information hierarchically indicating a device location [Fig. 12, shows a location 
information of the printer indicated "north printer" and in Fig 16, one of the 
attributes that is indicates for a device is location. The attributes are shown in 
terms of a pull down menus disposed in hierarchical order (col. 18, lines 10-12)]]; 
and control means for displaying said first information together with the device 
location on the basis of said second information [Fig. 12, shows printer (device) 
the north printer is available while printer on Bldg 2 is not available ]. 
As to claim 2, Salgado further discloses further comprising: 
storing means for storing map data corresponding to said hierarchical 
location information (col. 7; lines 55-63); 

wherein: said control means selects map data out of said storing means 
on the basis of said second information and displays and superposes an icon 
indicating said device on the selected map data [Fig. 12, shows the display of 
printer (device) 284 as icon indicating the device on the map data (col. 19, lines 
58-63)]. 

As to claim 3, Salgado further discloses wherein: said control means 
changes said icon display mode according to said first information [ when the 
status indicator of the device changes the display change the icon (col. 20, lines 
37-53)]. 

As to claim 4, Salgado further discloses further comprising: 
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communication means for obtaining map data corresponding to said 
hierarchical location information from another information processing unit [map 
data is stored on a server (another) information processing unit (col. 7; lines 55- 
63); 

wherein: said control means obtains the map data based on said second 
information from said another information processing unit and displays and 
superposes the icon indicating said device on the obtained map data [ the printer 
(device) in Fig. 12 is indicated as an icon on the map data (col. 19, lines 58-63)]. 

As to claim 5, refer to claim 3 rejection. 

As to claim 6, Salgado further discloses wherein: said communication 
means further obtains the icon of said device from said another information 
processing unit (col. 7, lines 55-63) and said control means obtains an icon 
corresponding to said first information and superposes and displays the icon on 
the obtained map data [Fig. 12, shows the printer (device) 284 as icon indicating 
the device on the map data (col. 19, lines 58-63)]. 

As to claim 7, refer to claim 1 rejection for their common feature. Salgado 
further discloses that the device is a device which the job is output [ a printer 
(device) that is processing a job ticket (Fig. 12)]. 

As to claim 9, Salgado further discloses a device for processing a job 
requested via a network, comprising: 

storing means for storing hierarchical location information hierarchically 
indicating a location of said device [ As shown in Fig. 12, a location information of 
a printer (device) and in Fig. 16, one of the attributes that is indicated for device 
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is location. The attributes are hierarchical in order (col. 18, lines 10-12) and the 
attributes are stored on a server (col. 7, lines 55-63) (storing means)]. 

judgment means for judging status of a requested job [ the status of the 
printer (device) associated with the job is determined and sent to the user (col. 
20, lines 37-48, col. 22, lines 57-61)]; and 

control means for transmitting first information indicating judged job status 
and second information containing said hierarchical location information 
according to a request from another device on said network [ the status and 
location of the printer is transmitted to the user work station (another device) and 
displayed (col. 20; lines 37-47) based on a user search (request) (col. 22, lines 
44-46)]. 

As to claim 1 1 , refer to claims 7& 9 rejection. 
Claim 12 is a method analogous to the device of claim 1 , arguments 
analogous to those applied to claim 1 are applied to claim 12. 
As to claim 13, refer to claim 2 rejection. 
As to claim 14, refer to claim 3 rejection. 
As to claim 15, refer to claim 4 rejection. 
As to claim 16, refer to claim 5 rejection. 
As to claim 1 7, refer to claim 6 rejection. 

Claim 18 is a method analogous to the device of claim 7, arguments 
analogous to those applied to claim 7 are applied to claim 18. 
As to claim 20, refer to claim 9 rejection. 
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As to claim 22, refer to claim 1 1 rejection. 

Claim 23 is storage medium analogous to the device of claim 1 , 
arguments analogous to those applied to claim 1 are applied to claim 23. 

Claim 24 is storage medium analogous to the device of claim 7, 
arguments analogous to those applied to claim 7 are applied to claim 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8,10, 19,21,35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salgado et al (US Patent 5,872,569)as applied to claim 7 
above and in view of Sekizawa et al. [US. Pat. No. 6,430,71 1 ]. 

As to claim 8, Salgado discloses a device for processing a job requested 
via a network, comprising: 

first storing means for storing hierarchical location information 
hierarchically indicating a location of said device [ As shown in Fig. 12; a location 
information of printer (device) and in Fig. 16, one of the attributes that is 
indicated for a device is location. The attribute are shown in terms of a pull down 
menus disposed in hierarchical order (col. 18, lines 10-12), the attributes are 
stored on a server (first storing) means (col. 7, lines 55-63). 
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control means for transmitting first information indicating an event to be 
notified and second information containing said hierarchical location 

information to said notice destination address at an occurrence of said 
event [status of the printer whether is operable or out of order (event to be 
notified) is sent to the user work station (notice destination address) (col. 20, 
lines 37-48, col. 22, lines 57-61) and is displayed along with the location 
information of the printer (device) as shown in Fig. 12]. 

Salgado notifies the user workstation (notice destination address) about 
the status of the printer (event to be notified regarding the requested job) (col. 20, 
lines 37-48). 

Salgado does not explicitly disclose second storing means for storing an 
event to be notified regarding the requested job and its notice destination 
address being associated with each other; 

Sekizawa discloses a printing system where the status information 
indicating the state of each printer is stored in a status log data file along with 
destination mail address (abstract, fig. 23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Sekizawa's teachings to modify Salgado's device by 
storing the status information (event to be notified regarding the requested job) 
and its notice destination address in a log file (second storing) means in order to 
monitor the status of the printers and maintain them at comperatively low cost. 

As to claim 10, refer to claims 7& 9 rejection. 
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Claim 19 is a method analogous to the device of claim 8, arguments 
analogous to those applied to claim 8 are applied to claim 19. 

As to claim 21 , refer to claim 10 rejection. 

Claim 25 is storage medium analogous to the device of claim 8, 
arguments analogous to those applied to claim 8 are applied to claim 25. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hieu Le whose telephone number is (703) 
306-3101 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 
7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jack Harvey, can be reached on (703) 305-9703. The fax 
phone number for this Group is (703) 308-9051 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-3900. 



Hieu Le 
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